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Dr Watson remarked to Sherlock Holmes:
Thething always appears to me to be so ridiculoudy simple tha | could easily do
it myself, thoughat each successive ingance of your reasoning | am bafled until
you explain your process. Andyet | bdieve tha my eyes are as goodas yours.
(Klinge P. 10

This passagefrom A Scandd in Bohania captures thereaction tha wasfelt by the

readers of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle® Sherlock Holmes tales as the detective used his
powers of observation and reason to solve themost complex crimes. Born in thelate 19"
century fromtheimaginaion of Doyle, the detective who resided at 221 Baker street

would become legenday. Nick Rennisonin hiswork Sherlock Holmes, The

Unauthorized Biography describes the world wideimpact of thework.

Accounts have been trandated into dozens of languagesE Dramatized versionsof
Holme& life began to appear in the 18903 and have continued to be performed to
the present day. On any given dayEa n amateur dramatic sodety somewherein
England or Americawill be staging a play in which Sherlock Holmes makes an
apperance. He has been the subject of hundedsof filmsfromtheearly silent era
to the present dayEA IthoughHolmes has been dead for more than seventy years,
people still write from aroundthe world to ask for hishdp. Until recently Abbey
Hous, the headquaters of the Abbey Nationd Building Sodety, which standson
thesite of hisonetime lodgngsin Baker Street, employed a secretary to answer
theletterstha were ddivered to theaddress. Since hisdeath in 1929 agrowing
army of Holmes scholars has produced alibrary of theses and dissertationson his
lifeand work. In hdf the counties of theworld there are Sherlodk Holmes
sodeties, thar members dedicated to the minute examination of hislife and
workEL ike other emblematic figures from the naion@pastEhe has been seized
uponby the heitageindudry. (Rennison P. X11-XI11)

It is clear that the character of Sherlock Holmes in some way resonaed with a significant
portion of European culture at the end of the 19" century and we might entertain the

possibility that the appeal can beexplained as a Zeitge st or spirit tha pervaded thetime



and compdled individuds to engagein vicariousforms of criminology. Tothisenditis
necessary to consder several significant developmentsin art, technology and philosophy
tha were occurring at this time and which are evidenced in the Holmes short stories.
Thisandysiswill indudethephilosophical shift in Europefroma Classical view of
criminology developed in the late 18" century by Cesare Beccaria to a Postivist view of
criminology in thelate 19" century led by Italian criminologist Cesare Lombroso, the
advancement of scientific observation as a methodlogy and theinfuson of science to

improve artistic forms,

From Classical to Postivist Thinking

In order to appropriately assess the philosophical influencesin late 19" century Europe it
is necessary to consder both the genera philosophical movement from Classicism to
Pogtivism and by extenson thetwo schools of Criminology, Classical and Postivist tha
derived fromthem. During thelate eighteenth century a school of thoughtregarding
criminology emerged throughthe work of Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham. Thar
core ideas were best classified as Classical thinking and derived from John Locke, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, Charles Louis Montesquieu and Thomas Hobbes. The Classical
postion asit related to crime was tha there was an unwritten sodal contract the postion
of which was tha human beingsorigindly lived in a state of naure, grace or innoence
and ther escapefromthis state resulted from the application of reason. Fromthis,
humans possessed free will and were theoretically unlimited in wha they could
accomplish, however, thedriving force of humanity was Hedonism. More succindly, it

was the Classical postiontha humans by thar naure, freely choo actionstha



maximize pleasure and minimize pan thusmaking the main ingrument necessary to

control human behavior fear, especialy fear of pan.

Cesare Beccariawho is consdered to bethe pionesr of Classical criminological thought
outlined his postionsregarding the necessities of amoden system of crimind jugice

which hedetailed in On Crimes and Punishment published in 1764. Centra to his theory

was thebdief tha thecrimind judice system mug prevent crime throughpan andthe
deterrent effect. Thekey element in classical thinking and tha which provides thefirst
link to our undestanding of the Holmes movement isthe postiontha all men are evil or
proneto crimindity andtha sodetal control rests on theinfliction of punishment to deter
the hedonistic tendendes. In thislineof thinking it is nottheforce of goodagang tha
of evil, asisthe case with Sherlock Holmes, butrather evil attempting to control its own
indinaionsto a degree tha civilization can occur. By this school of thoughtone
envisonsa State controlling al its citizensthroughsystems rather than heroes

representative of goodbattling those who represent evil.

Asarefutation of theClassical school of thoughta Postivist movement came to fruition
primarily throughthework of Augug Comte (1798-1857) Central to Comte® theory
was the bdief tha knowledgepasses throughthree stages: theological, metaphyscal and
postive or scientific; the postivistic being the highest or find stage of knowedge
throughwhich human beingsare able to discover characteristics of soda phenomena
thuscreating predictability and control. As such, Postivism represented a method of

inquiry tha attempted to answer questionsby way of scientific processes. From this



genera movement as well as the Scientific Revolution and the discoveries of Darwin,

detailed in his 1859book On the Origin of Species, the philosophy of Pogtivist

Criminology emerged. Darwin@ theory tha conduct was influenced by biological and
cultural antecedents rather than beng exclusvely self determiningwas in stark contrast

to classical thinking and critical to Pogtivist Criminology.

Theearliest evidence of this Postivist Criminology came aboutin the 18408and 500
throughthework of Adolfe Queelet, aBelgium mathematician and severa English
writersinduding Henry Mayhew. Mayhew was aLondonlawyer and joumdist whoin
1845concentrated on writing articles related to sodal issuesinduding investigationson
how unemployment, starvation and disease were impeacting the poor. Mayhew carried

outasimilar investigaioninto prison life and in 1862 published The Crimina Prisonsof

London

Adolfe Quaelet made significant strides in the study of statistical crimerate andysis. He
was able to identify a correlation between crime and the ability to read and write, finding
tha as reading and writing proficiency inareased, thefrequency of crimind acts
decreased. In hislater work hefocused on the propensties for crime, and found
correlationsbeween crime and indgpendent variables such as age, sex, climate and sodo-
economic status of offendes. Quetelet conaurred with the Classical theorists tha all
people had the capacity to commit crime but he contended tha the average personrarely
tranderred tha optioninto action thusrefuting theearlier postionstha significant

deterrence was a crimind judice necessity. Quetelet went on to advance his postionsby



posting a correlation between crime and morality suggesting tha certain types of people
were more proneto crimind behavior than others thusreestablishing the goodversusevil

paradigm.

Thework of Queaelet, Mayhew and ther colleagues formed thefounddion for the largest
thrug of Pogtivist criminology which was provided by theltalian criminologist Cesare
Lombroso. Described by some as thefather of modern criminology, a strong argument
can be madetha Lombroso@ work had both a significant impact in Europeduring the
18908and served as theimpetusfor modern criminological thoughtaroundtheworld.

In hisearly years, Lombroso studied medicine at the universities of Pavia, Padug Vienna
and Genoa Hisinterests induded psychology, psychiatry, physology and the anaomy
of thebrain. Between 1863and 1872 heworked with theinsane at hogitalsin Pavia,
Pesaro and Reggio Emilia which sparked hisinterest in physognomcal characteristics of
thementally disturbed. In 1876L ombroso was appointed professor of legd medicineand
public hygieneat the University of Turin where hewrote his mog influential work

L &ronmo deinquente which went throughfive editionsand was published in several

Europesn languayes. Lombroso@ central theory was that of Atavism or tha there was a
biologica dispostiontowardscrimindity. His primary theory was tha of thebom
crimind which hedescribed as an individud marked by anomalies (physcal and
psychological abnomalities). Lombroso bdieved these anomalies resembled thetraits of
primitive peoples, animals and plants demongrating tha criminds were atavistic
throwbacks ontheevolutionay scale. Because theanomdlieslent themselvesto

examinaion and classification, Lombroso soughtto turn the study of crimindity into an



empirical science. He cameto classify this new field as crimind anthropology which
was representative of his desire to movethedebae from a philosophical oneaboutthe
nature of crime to an andysis of thecharacteristics of criminds. Althoughmuch of

L ombroso® work was ultimately proven false, histheory of the ®om crimind O
domnaed European and American thinking for much of thelate nineteenth and early
twentieth century. Lombroso@ primary work, Crimina Man, was trandated into French
(1887) German (188790), Russian (1889) and Spanish (1899)and his genera theories
became the center of debae at thefirst Internaional Congress of Crimind Anthropology
hdd in Geneva. During hislifetime he producd over thirty booksand onethousnd
articles. He was respected as aleadingintellectud in Italy and was invited to write for
populr newspgpers and magazines on topics both related and unrelated to crime. He
ingired several generationsof disciples and students many of whomimplemented his
theories as ranking members within the crimind justice system. Lombroso was fluentin
anunmber of languayes and, as such, was able to follow cultural currents and engagein
intellectud debaes throughoutEuropeand North America. By way of Quetelet,
Mayhew, Lombroso andther colleagues, the philosophy of Pogtivist Criminology was

firmly established in Europeby thelate 19" century.

The Advent of Criminological Art

William Flemingin hiswork Fleming® Arts & Idess indicates that oneof the prominent

QdeasOof thelatter part of the nineteenth century was the use of scientific methodto

enhancethearts. He explains



Many of the scientific discoveries opened up new vistasin thearts. Expeiments
in optical physcs revealed secrets of lightand color tha panters could explore.
New chemical syntheses provided brighter pigments. Increased knowledgeof the
physology of theeye and of perception led to areexaminaion of how observers
look at a picture and what they perceive. Rodin took Darwin@ theory of
evolution and trandormed it into a podic undestanding of how form emerges
from matter and how the inanimate becomes animate. (Fleming P. 543

Lombrosn, athougha criminologist/scientist by trade, was also an artist and contributed
significantly to thetechniqueof infusng the science of criminology with art. Gibson
explainshow Lombroso contributed to crimind literature:

He himself employed narrative and literary evidence to supplement his
measurements and statistics in creating his portrait of theborn crimind. To the
modean reader, passages of Crimind Man tha cite Dogoyevsky or Itaian
proverbsas suppot for criminological claims seemsingopropriate. Y et

L ombroso( leavening of statistics with stories made his theory accessible to an
audience tha went beyondthe academic and medical communities. (Gibson P.
24)

Lombros also offered a significant contribution to wha we mightterm visud crime art
throughhis attempts to influence those who studied his work.

To each successive edition of Crimina Man Lombroso broughtnat only
previoudy unpublshed images but also new types of images (handwriting
samplesin the second edition, for example, and before-and-after photographsof
reformed crimindsin thefifth) and innovdive methodsof representation
(heredity chartsin the second edition, bar graphsin thethird, crime mapsin the
fourth). Thefirst edition of Crimind Man (1876)beginssmply enough,with
fourillugrations two of crimindsCfaces, oneof tatoos and oneof prisone art.
Thesecondedition (1878 indudes thesame four illugrationsand addsten new
ones. Thethird edition (1884)has twenty fiveillustrations and thefourth edition
(1889) atwo volume work, has sixty five. Thefifth andfind edition (1896:97)
dedicatesits entire find volume, the Atlas, to visual evidence for crimind
anthropology. Conddered by Lombroso to be @hemos importantOpart of
Crimind Man, theAtlashas 121illudrations (GibsonP. 21-22)

Stemming from his Pogtivist mind set, Lombroso advocated for amore humanistic

approach to thetreatment of criminas which may hdp explain his affinity for art. He



engaged in significant efforts to improvethe plight of the poorand reform many of the
rudimentary crimind jugice practices. Throughot the duration of his work and studies
he amassed a significant collection of crimind art which was showcased at the Nationd
Expostionin Turin and eventudly housed in wha would come to be known as the
Cesare Lombroso Museum. Mary Gibson, in he introdudion to thetrandation of Cesare

Lombroso® Crimind Man elaborates:

While Lombroso@ reputation rests on his scientific work, he had a humenistic
sideaswell, onetha was fascinated by criminadsCarts and crafts, their
handwriting, tattoos and graffiti, ther jargon,songs sculpture, podry and
folklore. Lombroso went to great lengthsto collect, preserve, and interpret the
creative work of offende’'s; he seems to have been thefirst personto value such
material and collect it systematically. Closaly related were his efforts to represent
his own criminological theory visudly Bin charts, drawings graphs maps,
phobgraphsand the museum of crimind anthropdogy tha hefoundel in Turin.
In addition, Lombroso produced images of crimind life and culture throughthe
naratives of histexts, oneof them a grand master narative (the story of evolution
itself, in which bom crimindsform an indructive, if gloomy, chapter), others
short anecdotes (his myriad brief tales of individud crimes and criminds).
Crimind anthropology@ success owed a great deal to Lombroso@ ability to
embody histheory visudly and embed it naratively. (GibsonP. 21)

L ombroso® Museum of Crimind Anthropdogy was also a testament to his unique
approach to crimindogical study andit is clear from the diversity and uniqueness of his

collection why it drew such significant puldic interest.

It offered exhibits onawiderangeof degenerates Depileptics, freaks, lundics,
progitutes, and street children, aswell aslawbreakers. Anincredible array of
bizarre displays, many of them contributed by Lombroso® admirersin other parts
of Italy and foreign counties, jammed thesix rooms of themuseum, floor to
celling: wax death masks and pickled brains obsessive drawingsby the
crimindly insane bits of tattooed skin; weapons manecles, and leg irons
overscale modds of carnivorousplants; amummy; more than three hunded
skulls BAbysnian, Chinese, Indian, and Patagonian, aswell asltalian; ahuge
modd of the Eastern State Penitentiary in Philaddphia, illudrating its system of
solitary confinement; alithograph of a Prussian cannibd; remainsstolen from
andent Sardinian tombs bodes of murdered infants ; prisonasOwater jugs



indsed with sexud fantasies; and, after Lombroso@ death in 1909,notonly his
entire office butalso his own face, dozng througheternity in ajar of
preservative.O(Gibson P. 26)
Historianslooking back on theimportance of themussum focusonits primary premise
inhaentin al of Lombroso@work which was that careful observation will necessarily
reveal truth. Gibson sums up thelasting contribution of themuseum.
The museum@ establishment marked thetriumph of crimind anthropology, with
its assumption that knowledgesomehow inhees in crime-related objects.
According to themuseum@ ungoken premise criminologists and police officials
could derive lessonsin crime prevention from the study of these artifacts. For
turn-of-the-century visitors to this museum and to itsimitators in other European
cities, the historian SusanneRegener explains Gan aura of knowedgesurrounded
the collection of artifacts of deviants, establishing as it were a metaphyscs of evil:
the object( essence could be grasped merely by gazing at it. Theitemson
viewEw ere thereforeEi mportant because knowedgewould manifest itself in
them. (Gibson 27)
In order to undestand fully the attraction of criminal art like Lombroso®it isimportant
to place it in the context of thelate 19" century largecity. In London representative of
many European cities, indugrialization expanded the city® physcal size monunentally
between 1810and 1900with a popuktionincrease from 850000citizensin 1810to 5
million by theturn of the century. With the growth of thecity came notonly an increase
in museums, theetres, parks, colleges, grand hotels and stores but also disease and
povaty. Theair, water, and groundbecame fouled from the soot of soft cod bumed for
heat as well as from the excrement of humansandhorses. Theurban sprawl of London
inevitably spread crime with the Metropolitan Police District experienang 23,920
feloniesin 1880. To address thislevel of crime, in 1878the deective and condable

depatments were separated in order to generate a more focused effort on crimind

investigation. By theend of the nineteenth century, the English were very familiar with



the conaept of police forces butfor the mog pat regarded them as ineffective based upon
the continued highindadence of crime. Thisfeeling of hdplessness and victimization was
manifested in the public reaction to the now infamousQack the RippaOmurder cases
which, unlved, created an aura of vulnerability. One could arguetha criminological
art work like Doyle@ Holmes and L ombroso@ macabre exhibits allowed the pubiic to

confrontther fears andin so doing seek a degree of control.

The Technology of Observation, Inference and Deduction
Inhaent in thework of Darwin, Lombroso, Quetelet, Mayhew as well as more broadly
the Scientific Revolution and Podtivism isthetechnology of Scientific Observation.
Althoughthe process of observing objects and phenomenondates back to the earliest
timesit is at theend of the nineteenth century that it becomes the dominant methodobgy.
Themod significant example of thiswas in thefield of medicine Throughoutthe
eighteenth and early nineteenth century the primary modeof medicine was Heroic which
induded bloodletting, intestind purging, vomiting, profuse sweating and blistering.
During themid to late 19" century, however, there was a significant shift to medical
observation of thedifferences between healthy and unheslthy specimensin order to
identify potential cures. Lombroso describes theimportance of observationand
inference:
Criminds, compared to healthyQindividuds, have smaller and more deformed
skulls, greater heightand weight, and lighter beards. They are more likely to have
crooked noses, sloping foreheeds large ears, protruding jaws, and dark skin, eyes
and harEt hescientist mug be alert to any and all clues to atavism, even when
those clues are more sodal than biological in naure. Thecrimind isadiseased

person, and the criminologist has to be creative in locating and reading the
symptoms. (GibsonP. 10)
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By thelate 19" century thetechnology of scientific observation was beginning to

penerate theliterary field.

Theliterary realists cultivated a scientific detachment in thar writing and
developeal atechniquetha would enable them to record the details of thar
observationsof everyday life with accuracy and precision. Zola, by meansof his
experimental novd, introdued a modified sodal-scientific observationto fiction.
In addition to his podic dramas, Maeterlinck wrote popular naure studies such as
ThelLife of theBee and The Magic of the Stars. For his part, Debussy spokeof
some of his compostionsas his Qatest discoveriesin musical chemistry.O
(Fleming P. 543

This same technology was in wide use at thetime of Arthur Conan Doyle@ training as a
medical doaor and herefersto theimpact this techniquehad on him and how he applied

it to hiswriting. In his autobiography, Memories and Adventures, hewrites:

| felt nowthat | was capable of something fresher and crisper and more
workmanlike. Gaboriau had rather attracted me by a neat doveailing of his plots,
and Poe@ masterful detective, M. Dupin, had from boyhoodbeen oneof my
heroes. But could | bring an addition of my own? | thoughtof my old teacher Joe
Bell, of his eagle face, of his curiousways, and his eerie trick of spotting details.
If hewere adeective hewould surely reduce this fascinaing but unomganized
bugness to something nearer an exact science. | would try if | could get this
effect. 1t was surely possiblein real life, so why should | nat make it plaugblein
fiction? It isall very well to say tha aman is clever, butthereader wants to see
examples of it-such examples as Bell gave usevery day inthewards (Klinge P.
XXIV)

Dr. Joseph Bell reflected on his time with Doyle and discusses the processes of medical

obrvation being advocated in thelate 19" century:

In teaching thetreatment of disease and accident, dl careful teachers have first to
show the student how to recognize accurately the case. Therecognition depends
in great measure onthe accurate and rapid appreciation of small pointsin which
thediseased differs fromthe hedlthy state. In fact, the student mug betaughtto
observe carefully. Tointerest him in this kind of work we teachersfindit useful
to show the student how much atrained use of the observation can discover in
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ordinary matters such as the previoushistory, naiondity and occupdion of a
paient. (Klinga P. XXI1V)

Enter Sherlock Holmes

It was on this late nineteenth century stage of Pogtivism, science infused art and
scientific observation tha thelittle known author, Arthur Conan Doyle entered.

Doyle was bom in EdinbughonMay 22, 1859and in his early years (18761881)
studied medicineunde thetutelage of Dr. Joseph Bell. During his medical term hetook
variousjobsto supplement his finances induding service as a ship@ dodor aboad a
Greenland whaer and upongraduaion in 1881 appointment as a ship@ dodor on a
voyageto theWest African coast. By way of hisassodationwith Bell and subsequent
medical assignments, Doyle became adept at the scientific observation methodobgies

burgeoning at thistime.

Doyle continued his involvement in medicine as well as writing short stories oneof

which wastitled A Study In Scarlet which was selected for print in Beeton® Christmas
Annud in 1887. Following theintrodudion of the Sherlock Holmes character in

Beeton®, Doyle published The Sign of Four which was America@ introdudion to the

detective. InJanuay of 1891, a publisher named George Newnes developel the concept
for wha would become known as The Strand Magazine Thedesign of the magazine was
such tha it would feature short stories and thefirst issueinduded a story by Doyle titled

TheVoice of Science. Doyle became a significant contributor to the magazine and he

was pared with an illugrator named Sidney Paget who had an excellence for artistic
detail. Thecombinaion of writer, subject and artist was a great success and A Scandd in

Bohemia created a significant public reaction when it appeared in Engandin July 1891
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Each subequent Holmes adventure resulted in an increase in sales of the magazine such
tha Conan Doyle@® name onthe cover of the magazine added 100000 copies to its

circulation.

Twelve Holmes stories appeared between July 1891 and June1892and were compiled in

bookform unde thetitle The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. Doyle went onto

produce another 12 Holmes stories later collected as The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes

which began appearing in December of 1892 Ultimately over fifty short stories related to
Sherlock Holmes were produced. Klinge describes the public intoxication with the

Holmes stories:

In December 1893,uponpublication of TheFind Problem, thelast story of the
second series, the public was shoded to learn tha Conan Doyle and Watson had
for over two years kept secret a fatal struggle between Sherlock Holmes and
Professor Moriarty, which had occurred in May 1891. Therevelation of Holme®3
desth horrified the naion, and youngCity men tha month put mouming crepeon
thar silk has or wore black armbands One anguished correspondent wrote to
Conan Doyle: O ou brute! OQ was amazed,OConan Doyle admitted, Git the
concern expressed by the public,OThe publisher of the Strand Magazine described
Holme@® desth to his shareholders as the Qireadful event, Oand twenty thousnd
people reportedly cancelled thar subscriptions (Klinge XXXII)

The public demand for Holmes short stories was so significant that it exacted a
psychological toll on Doyle. He explains
| have had such an overdose of him tha | feel towardshim as| do towards pae de
foie gras, of which | onae ate too much, so tha thename of it givesme asickly
fedingto thisdayEl have been much blamed for doing that gentleman to desath,

butl hdd tha it was not murder, butjudifiable homicidein self Bdefence, since,
if I had notkilled him, hewould certainly have killed me. (Klinge P. XXXII1)

13



AlthoughDoyle attempted to end his attachment to the character of Holmes, at several
pointsin his career, hefell onhard economic times and turned to the produdion of
additiond Holmes stories to generate needed revenue  Critics argued that thelater stories
of thegreat detective lacked the qudity of earlier efforts butthe public never tired of the

character or his exploits.

Vicarious Criminology of the Late 19" Century

Itis clear that there was a public attraction to crime art and science in thelate 19"
century. Thisisevidenced by the popukrity tha both Lombroso and Doyle enjoyed but
to undestand the spirit of theage or Zeitga s, it is necessary to focusonthevicarious
element within the puldic intoxication. As has been argued, there was seriousdebate and
uncertainty regarding thetruenature of crimind activity, specifically, whether it was the
result of biological dispostion, amoral failing or an inhaent potentiality within all
human bengs This uncertainty combined with the high incddence of crime,
ineffectiveness of early police efforts and powerlessness of thelower classes would
certainly indineindividudsto pursuits tha mightalleviate ther distress. On the surface
it isdifficult to imagine how a short story aboutafictitiousdetective might offer any real
hopefor the masses but we might entertain tha at its basest level, the attraction was
simply the ability of this medium to engage the average person with the promise and
problems of thelate 19" century. At adeeper level we mightconsder the possibility that
theHolmes Literary series allowed individuds to transcend. Henri Louis Bergson, a

French Philosophe of thelate 19" and early 20" century beieved art to be:
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A force that frees the soul, and onethroughwhich onecan grasp Qertain rhythms
of lifeand breathOtha compe theindividud Qo fall in withit, like passersby
whojoin inadance.O Thusthey compe usto set in motion, in the depth of our
being, some secret chord which was only waitingto thrillEt o grasp thefuturein
thepresent. (FlemingP. 545)
And, as Edga Smith, onetime leader of The Baker Street Irregulars and editor of the
Baker Street Jouma commented, perhgps
Emblematic of thetimes, Holmes standsbefore usas a symbolEof all tha we are
not but ever would be EW e see him as thefineexpression of our urgeto trample
evil andto set arightthewrongswith which theworld is plagued. (Klinge P.
XVII)
We might then consder tha vicariousparticipaion with Sherlock Holmes throughthe
reading of his stories alowed those of the 19" century to join in thedance of Postivist

Criminology and scientific method as it soughtto better undestand theevil inhgentin

thisworld.
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